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Barts and The London School of Medicine researchers win £1 million funding towards developing medical technologies to help manage bowel disorders

Researchers at Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry have won a £1 million Healthcare Technologies Co-operatives (HTC) bid to set up a new national centre to improve the commercialisation and uptake of new treatments for bowel disorders.  The funding, announced today by the Department of Health, was secured in tandem with Barts and The London NHS Trust.

The investment will enable patients, their carers and front-line medical staff to work in close co-operation with researchers and industry to create new medical technologies to help patients suffering from debilitating bowel disorders - they include sensors to help manage incontinence and implants to improve bowel function.

Dr Mike Grahn, Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Cell and Molecular Science (ICMS) at Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry will implement the new Health Technology Co-operative which will have Professor Norman Williams (ICMS) as its Clinical Director.  Based in the Centre for Academic Surgery (ICMS), the co-operative will have research hubs in Bristol, Durham, Edinburgh, and Hull.    Queen Mary’s Innovation and Enterprise Unit was instrumental in the success of the application and will support the commercialisation of ideas generated by the co-operative.
Professor Williams said: “We are absolutely delighted to be given the opportunity to develop our new Healthcare Technology co-operative in disorders of bowel function.  This initiative will allow us to harness the enormous practical knowledge and experience of patients and their carers and to enable them to work together with researchers, the NHS and UK industry in producing real improvements to their care and quality of life.”

Launched by Health Minister Dawn Primarolo and Science and Innovation Minister Ian Pearson, the two pilot Healthcare Technology Co-operatives, with centres in London and Sheffield, will develop new technologies in areas that significantly affect the health and wellbeing of those affected, but which have not until now been the focus of new medical products – including constipation, incontinence, kidney disease and stroke.  The Department of Health and Department of Technology & Industry are providing funding of up to £250,000 a year for two years to each pilot HTC which will be expected to become self-funding after five years.

The HTCs bring together a wide spectrum of stakeholders, such as patients and carers, together with academics, clinicians, nurses and other healthcare providers, in a close partnership specifically to meet the needs of patients and create new healthcare devices that improve patients’ dignity and increase opportunities for independent living.  

The pilot Co-operatives fulfil a recommendation of the Healthcare Industries Taskforce and are a result of collaboration between individuals across the Health and Trade and Industry Departments, the Association of British Healthcare Industries, the Medical Research Council, the Engineering & Physical Sciences Research Council and the National Innovation Centre working with patient groups and clinicians. 
