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Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry researcher amongst recipients of £30 million Wellcome Trust funding
David van Heel from Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry has received over £1 million in funding as part of a £30 million follow-up study to the Wellcome Trust Case Control Consortium (WTCCC), the largest ever study of the genetics of common disease.

Professor of Gastrointestinal Genetics at the Institute of Cell and Molecular Science Professor van Heel has been granted £1,022,804 to further his research into the genetic risk factors behind coeliac disease. To date, his group have already identified a total of eight gene regions implicated in causing the condition. Interestingly, of the nine coeliac gene regions now know, four are also predisposing factors for early onset (type 1) diabetes.  Working alongside Professor van Heel will be Professor Cisca Wijmenga from Groningen University in the Netherlands; Dr Panos Deloukas from the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, and Dr Ross McManus from Trinity College, Dublin.
Their research will form part of an ambitious series of genome-wide association studies – funded by the Wellcome Trust - bringing together leading research groups from at least 60 institutions internationally (including over 20 from the UK). Over the next two years, working in collaboration with the WTCCC or independently, the research teams are expected to analyse as many as 120 billion pieces of genetic data in the search for the genes underlying diseases.  Overall researchers will look at 25 diseases as well as studying the genetics of learning in children and individuals’ responses to statins.
The research has been made possible by advances in progress in improved understanding of human genome variants, pioneered by the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute at Hinxton, Cambridge. The Institute will devote a large part of its high-throughput genotyping pipeline headed by Dr Panos Deloukas to test many of the DNA samples.
Professor van Heel said: “This further funding from the Wellcome Trust, which follows on from a Coeliac UK grant, will allow us to identify the majority of inherited genetic risk factors for coeliac disease. Based on our current work, it looks like the coeliac findings will also shed light on other common immune mediated diseases.”
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